
CONSULTATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MINNESOTA FARM 
SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) AND THE MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION 

OF CREDIT SPECIALIST (MACS). 
 

SECTION I   GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this agreement is to recognize the MACS as an organization representing Federal field employees 
in Minnesota. These guidelines evidence our belief that a cooperative relationship between the State Office and 
the State Association strengthens Minnesota FSA. They are based on the premises that mutual avenues of 
communication and consultation, and that the members of the Association are part of the FSA management team. 
It is not the intent of this Association to become or act in the capacity of a union. 

 
II. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The parties to this agreement pledge themselves to conduct all consultations objectively and in good faith to the 
purpose of fair and equitable solutions. They will make every effort to reach agreement on all matters within a 
reasonable period of time. 

 
SECTION 2  OFFICIAL TIME AND USE OF FACILITIES 

 
III. ANNUAL MEETINGS 
 

Minnesota FSA and MACS agree to hold an annual consultative meeting in January or at the discretion of the 
SED. MACS attendees will include the MACS Executive Committee, which shall consist of the President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, NACS/NASE State Contact and past President. Official time, travel, and per 
diem is authorized for this consultative meeting. 

 
IV. AGENCY SPONSORED MEETINGS 
 

Official time, travel, and per diem is approved for any meeting authorized by the agency. MACS may request 
meetings as needed, and if the SED concurs the meeting is necessary for the benefit of the service, official time, 
travel, and per diem is authorized. 

 
V. ZONE MEETINGS 
 

The State President, or the President's designee, and the National Officers will be allowed one day of official time 
to attend the zone meeting. 

 
Official time to attend zone meetings shall be cleared in advance through the SED or his designee. 

 
No travel and per diem is authorized for annual zone meetings. 

 
VI. ANNUAL NACS AND NASE CONVENTION 
 

Two days of official time is authorized for the official state delegate(s) to attend the annual convention. NACS and 
NASE will review the Constitution and By-laws in regards to how many state delegates are needed to represent 
employees. The first two days of the annual convention shall be exclusively agency business. 
 
Official time to attend NACS AND NASE conventions shall be cleared in advance through the SED. 
 
No travel and per diem is authorized for the annual NACS and NASE conventions. 



VII. OTHER USE OF OFFICIAL TIME 
 

Official time is authorized for official agency business only. Internal MACS business such as the solicitation of 
membership, collection of dues, election of officers, preparation of newsletters, etc., shall be conducted during 
non-duty hours of the employees involved. 

 
VIII. POSTAGE AND STATIONARY 
 

Use of FSA postage and stationary are authorized for official agency business only. 
 
IX. USE OF FTS 
 

FTS is authorized for official agency business only. 
 
X. FSA PHOTOCOPYING AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS 
 

Photocopiers and internal distribution systems are reserved for official agency business only. The following 
exception is permitted. Use of photocopiers and internal distribution systems are permitted for copying and 
distributing MACS newsletters to FSA offices, provided that copying is not done on official time and no postage 
fees are incurred. 

 
XI. USE OF FILE CABINETS, SUPPLIES, AND OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
 

File cabinets, supplies, and office equipment are reserved for official agency business only. FSA will permit the 
use of available space for MACS meetings during non-duty hours, where such use will not conflict with the 
performance of official functions. Official space when available at no added cost may also be used for MACS files. 
MACS is responsible for exercising reasonable care in the use of such facilities. 

 
XII. EFFECTIVE DATE AND AMENDMENT 
 

This agreement is effective upon written approval by the SED and the President of MACS. The provisions of this 
agreement may be opened for amendment at any time by FSA or MACS. Such modification shall become 
effective only after written approval by FSA and MACS. This agreement will automatically renew annually on 
January 1st unless notice of non-renewal is provided to the other party at least 30 days prior to renewal date. 

 
 
 
 /s/        /s/      
Tracy Beckman   Date    Mark E. Drewitz   Date 
State Executive Director      President 
Farm Service Agency      Minnesota Association of Credit Specialists - FSA 
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